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DISPLAY CABINET WITH CHINOISERIES. 

Netherlands. 
Date: Around the middle of the 18th century.
Technique: Softwood corpus, decorated with colors.
Description: Curved underpart with three drawers and claw feet on spheres. Double-door glassed top. All sides richly
decorated with golden lacquer painting on red background. Chinamen in landscape and architectures surrounded by
various plants and birds
.
Measurement: 220x149x43cm.

Provenance:
Private collection North Rhine-Westphalia.

Literature:
De Dampierre, Florence: Bemalte Möbel - Die Schönsten Beispiele aus Europa und Amerika, Stuttgart 1992, p.11f.

The Western love for painted or lacquered furniture originates from pieces, that arrived in Europe from East Asian
countries through the trade routes established in the sixteenth century. Initially established for the trade of spices, this
routes were also used to transport porcelain and lacquere objects. Thus, these precious pieces found their way into the
European courts via the East India Company. A great fascination for this exotic culture and its products evolved. This
resulted in a great demand for objects to decorate the Chinese cabinets with.
Since the import of lacquer objects via the long trade routes was very costly and time-consuming, it was no longer
possible to meet the increasing demand. So European ebenists, first in France, began to develop their own techniques
for Chinese-style lacquer decorations.
This piece of furniture is a wonderful example of the fascination with the exotic culture of the Far East, which
flourished in the 18th century, not only in the Netherlands.

Estimate: 3.500 € - 4.500 €; Hammer: 3.500 €
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